
Rarden 
Schools 

  



Rarden Township Schools 

 The early schools in Rarden Township 
included: 

 Rarden Village  Thompson 
 Hoffer Hill   Lower Dry Fork 
 Dunlap     McBride 
 O’Bryant   Hackworth Hill 
 Mount Joy   Union Hill 



Youngs 

Youngs is in Rarden Township. 
 

Depending on where but the children lived 
they attended Rarden or Otway high 

School. 
 

We have the Youngs pictures in both places.  



Dry Run - Youngs - District #1 

  The school was first located on the 
east end of Dry Run Cemetery.  The land 
had been set aside by Thomas Rarden 
for burial purposes.  The school was first 
moved down the hill across from the 
church then later it was moved to a plot 
next to and east of the present Baptist 
Church.  Later it was moved across the 
road and became a private residence.  
This picture shows the location of the 
school when it was located in the 
cemetery.  



Looking east  

 

Looking east in the cemetery toward the school location 



Old School 







Dry Run School –  1917 
Anna Walsh - Teacher 

 Ida Hoffer, Minnie Hoffer, Clara White, Ruth 
White, Myrtle White, Gladys Copas, Garnet 
Snook, Mildred Liston, Everett Thompson, Jacob 
White, Harry White, Francis White, Fred Maddy, 
Otis Maddy, Melba Moore, Harold Liston, Willie 
Snook, Clinton Snook, Russell Thatcher, Nelson 
Thatcher, Willard Maddy, Denver Maddy, Willie 
Moore, Roy Osborne, Ray Osborne, Willey 
Osborne.  



Dry Run School –  1917 
Clara Davis - Teacher 

 Clara White, Ruth White, Myrtle White, 
Harry White, Jacob White, Francis White, 
Gladys Copas, Everett Thompson, Fred 
Maddy, Otis Maddy, Melva Moore, Minnie 
Hoffer, Ida Hoffer, Willie Snook, Clinton 
Snook, Effie Cordell, Golda Cordell, 
Delbert Cordell, Willard Maddy, Denver 
Maddy, Ray Osborne, Ray Osborne, 
Garnet Snook, Elsie Wilson, Thelma 
Moore.  



Toward the Church 

 

Dry Run Cemetery toward the church 



Foot of Cemetery Hill 

 This is across the road from the church. 
  Georgia Furr says that the school was 

brought out of the cemetery and put here 
first – then moved across the road next to 
the church. 
 



Weeds 



 

The 
school 
was 
back 
here 

1980 



Gas tank 

Spring 2002 







Same location in 2007  



One church gone. 
One church moved by flood. 
One school moved by man. 

This is the school 



Closer 

 

Spring 2002 



Moving of the Church 

  The 1997 flood moved the Suphur 
Springs Baptist Church about 40 feet 

 west and rotated it about 30 degrees 
counterclockwise.   

  The congregation decided the Lord had 
picked a good spot for the church so they 
built a foundation under the building and 
left it there. Norman Cox fixed it. 



Moving of the school 

 1. East end of the cemetery. 
 2. Bottom of the hill across from church. 
 3. Across road next to the church 
 4. Back across the road to present 

location. 



Cemetery 

SSUBC 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Road 



Dry Run 

 This is the Dry Run School in 2002. 
 Bernice O’Bryant attended school here in 

1934 & 1935 for grades 1 & 2 when it was 
across the road by the church.  She later 
lived here in this present location.  She 
sold it to Georgia Chandler Furr, who lived 
here with her children in the 70’s and 80’s. 

 Jack ‘n’ Tina Powell for awhile. Roger & 
Mary (Powell) Weakley in 2008.  

  



Toward Church 

Looking toward the church 



Toward RR Bridge 

Looking toward the railroad bridge 



Rarden Village 

  The first school was built of logs on lot 
7 in 1840.  It was on the back part of the 
lot where the fire station stands.  We have 
no pictures. Help!    



Rarden 

  What happened to the log school is 
uncertain.  It was replaced by a frame 
school (probably bigger) that was built on 
the same location. (lot 7)  This frame 
school burned in 1886.  Still no pictures. 
Help!  



Rarden 

  Take a picture of 
the township hall 

The Log School was behind this building 



School was back here 
School was  
back here 



Redmen’s Hall Location 

This is the vacant lot across SR 73 from Blackburn’ s Store.   
The Fire Station is to the right. It is the location of The Redman’ s Hall  
The hall was a two-storey building that was used as a school while the  
Brick school was being built. Grades 1and 2 on the stage.  3-4-5 in the  
center.  6-7-8 near the back door.  High School was upstairs. Irene.     



During Construction 

 Across SR 73 from The Redmen’s Hall 
was the original location of the Rarden 
Nazarene Church.  In the 30’s some 
outlying schools were closed.  The brick 
school was crowded so the WPA built an 
addition to it (the west end).  During 
construction, some grades attended 
school in either The Redmen’s Hall or The 
Nazarene Church. 



Redmen’s Hall 
This is the 
Redmen’ s 
Hall. 
 
Banna Kates 
and daughter 
Olive are in 
the foreground. 
 
In the 1930’ s 



James W. Kates, Kyle “ Daddy”  Cooper,  Hodley Thomas,  Edgar Gardner 
Redmen’s Hall and the Old City Hall are in the background 



Parade 

It’s a parade – but for our purposes it’s the buildings  
in the background.  The barber shop is on the left  
and the Nazarene Church is on the right. 



Nazarene Church 

Children at The Nazarene Church – Looks like it’s cold 



Easter 1945 at the Old Nazarene Church 



Barber shop 

This was the barber shop.  The Gardner’ s own it now.   
The Nazarene Church was on this corner.  



Other view 

Same location –  but taken from across SR 73 



Rarden 

  In 1884 the Board of Education of the 
Galena Special School District paid $125 
to John and Edith Stedman for lots 72 and 
73 in the town of Galena.  This is the 
location of the High School. 



Rarden Village 

  A picture post card of Rarden School in 
1900.  This picture is from the Anna 
Gardner collection.   



Frame School 





From the 1926 Scioto County Annual 



1950  
with the addition on the left 

And in the rear 



Nice Front Grounds 



Before addition 

 Check out the School  -  It’ s before the addition 



Class of 1927 
Foster 
Kirker 

Raymond 
   Ross 

Frank 
Clark 

  Wells 
Reinoehl 

Bruce 
Penn 

Gladys 
Bowles 

  Mary 
Newman 

Irene 
Koch 

Mabel 
Cooper 

   



Rarden in 1975 

Rarden School in 1975 



Rarden in 1980 

 

Rarden High School 1980  



Close Rarden 

      Clippings from the Portsmouth Times  
                         fall of 1967. 



Rarden  
Closed 



Mothers Protest Schools Merger 
  Pupils of Rarden Elementary were transferred to Otway Elementary School 

today despite protest demonstrations by a score of marching mothers.   
  The transfer, announced after the last meeting of the Northwest Local School 

District board, was made on a one-day notice to parents, teachers, and pupils.  The 
two bus drivers involved said they received no official word of the transfer plans. 

  Parents of the Rarden area pupils started the protest action after pupils carried 
notes from school Tuesday night announcing plans to make the merger today. 

  The mothers, led by Mrs. Donald Kirker, blocked exits at the Rarden school, 
holding up buses until 9:45and other mothers gave support by keeping children 
home. 

  Deputies Joe Eichenlaub and Clarence Pack of the Scioto County Sheriff’s 
Department and Cpl. R. E. Dwyer of the Portsmouth post of the Ohio Highway Patrol 
were at the scene to prevent disorder and expedite traffic handling.   

  Drivers Raymond Gill of Rarden Route 1 and Marshall Ward of Rarden said 
their loads were less than half what they normally pick up.  One bus which usually 
brings 47 pupils had only 16 when it reached the school. 

     



Merger Plan Draws Fire At Rarden 
  Mrs. Kirker said the Rarden representatives met with board 

members earlier, but got no action to help keep the school in the 
community.  She said the board voted on the move after a 40-
minute caucus which followed the discussion.  Cpl. Dwyer got 
together with drivers, Principal Dean McClay, and representatives of 
the mothers in an effort to ease tension and get the buses moving.  
He warned that there should be no reaction against drivers who 
cross the lines, and emphasized that any attempt to damage buses, 
causing a safety problem for children, would not be tolerated. 

  When the mothers agreed to walk the protest line in such a 
manner that the buses could go through it if the drivers desired to do 
so, they said their agreement was made on the basis that Burl 
Haney, local superintendent, and board members would meet with 
the group tonight in Rarden.   



Rarden Closes 
  Mayor Jim Christian, on the scene all morning, said the problem is a serious 

one for the community, and repeated the mothers’ demands that the school 
representatives meet tonight at Rarden.   

  Bus drivers, finally agreeing to cross the protest lines after instruction from 
McClay,  said the crossing would be for today only, and that they would have to have 
a better understanding before starting Thursday’s run. 

  When told of the demand for a meeting in Rarden, Haney said it would be 
impossible to call a special board meeting tonight, and that he felt little could be 
accomplished through talks without an official meeting.  He did not rule out a talk 
session. 

  He said the decision to move the pupils to Otway is in keeping with the 
standards established by the State Department of Education. 

  Teachers at Rarden, with approximately 140 pupils, were teaching two grades 
each, Haney said, adding that this is substandard school operation.  He said the 
board feels that the education of the pupils can be done better with the consolidation 
of the two schools, and that the Otway building is better suited for occupancy. 

   



Rarden Closes 
  McClay headed the Rarden school, which had four 

regular teachers, one special education teacher, and a 
part-time music teacher.  The building, around 50 years 
old, has seven classrooms, a cafeteria, and a 
gymnasium.  A large playground area surrounds the 
building. 

  Protesting mothers said the move to Otway deprives 
the pupils of all but minimum play area.  They said they 
were promised that efforts would be made to get 
additional playground space across the railroad form the 
school, with a tunnel leading under the tracks. 

    
 



Rarden Closes 
  The transfer of the Rarden pupils will make a total of approximately 

325 pupils at Otway.  Teachers were also transferred in the merger. 
  Haney said the Rarden building is to be turned over to the 

Neighborhood Opportunity Center which is to move from Otway to Rarden. 
  Of the 50 to 100 persons around the building until well after buses left, 

only a few indicated approval of the change.  Three mothers, waiting at the 
buses while their children waited for the move, said the felt the pupils would 
be given better chances to learn with only one grade for each teacher. 

  The sign-carrying mothers remained at the school today, and 
indicated they will be there Thursday morning to continue their protests 
unless an agreement is reached with the school board. 

  The school board had no representative on hand to supervise the 
transfer, but Supt. Haney said there had been no difficulties anticipated 
when the action was taken.  He said he called Deputy Eichenlaub today, 
after he got word that the protest action was to be staged.    



A personal Note 

 Gene Emnett was principal at Otway.  
Dean McClay was principal at Rarden (for 
1 day).  When Rarden closed, Dean 
became the science teacher for grades 5-
6-7-8. Berlyn Thompson had English. John 
McClay had history. Gilbert Fouch had 
math.  At mid-year Gene became the 
Federal Coordinator, Dean became the 
principal and Jake Orlett was hired as the 
science teacher at Otway. 



Before the roof 

The Gym  - Summer of 2002 



Restore, Reuse, Recycle 

 New roof – new siding – keep the windows 
 restore the doors  –  Clean up the stage – 
 It will be ready for a festival pretty soon. 
 



New Trusses 



New Siding 



New Roof 



Long Shot 



Gable end 



Windows 



Stage 



New Windows 



Basketball or Cornhole in the Gym 



Scoreboard 



South Basket  



North Basket  



Stage 



Trophy Case  



Stage Left 



Stage Right 



Kitchen 



Bingo Tables 



The Middle Room 



Irene 100 



Dunlap 

  Alex Dunlap was granted land on the 
Adams County line by the United States.  
He sold it in 1845 to Solomon Newman, 
who sold it to Thomas Newman.  In 1863, 
Thomas Newman sold it to the Board of 
Education. This property is adjacent to the 
John Thompson property on Dunlap Road.  
John Thompson is Berlyn’s father. 



Dunlap 1940s 

 From Ruth Mecum 

Picture courtesy of Ruth Mecum. 
    Picture taken in the forties 



Dunlap 1980 

Dunlap School on Dunlap Road  in 1980 



Dunlap 2002 

 

Spring 2002 



Dunlap 2002 

 

Spring 2002 



Dunlap 2002 

 

Spring 2002 



Enter Adams County 

 

Spring 2002 



On the Border 

 Scott Thompson says that Dunlap School 
was built on the Adams-Scioto County Line.  

 The line runs right through the front door. 
 It was built in that location so that the Adams 

County kids could “go to their school” and the 
Scioto County kids could too! 
 True or not? Great Story! 



Lower Dry Fork 

  I went for a ride one Friday afternoon 
on Dry Fork Road (going downhill).  The 
most beautiful scenery I had seen in quite 
a while.   I spotted a building that was the 
right size and shape for a one-roomer so I 
took a picture.  It was getting late so I 
didn’t stop to talk.  I went home. 



Looks right 

Looks right - but it never was a school 



Paul built it 

Paul A lexander and his uncle built it 



A Sad Tale 

  Paul rented the house. The renter 
allowed CAO to winterize and insulate it. 
They sealed it up so tight that mold began 
to grow.  It became unhealthy to live in it. 
Paul had the house torn town. 



No More 



Lower Dry Fork 

  I went back to Dry Fork the next day 
and talked with Paul Alexander.  When I 
asked if the above house had been a 
school, he said “No. My Uncle Clarence 
and I built that in the fifties.  The school 
was on the other side of the road and 
across the creek, up the hill on the knoll 
and look for the rocks.” 



Paul’s House 

Paul A lexander’ s Home 



Paul’s Barn 

Paul A lexander’ s Barn 



Behind Barn 

Behind the barn  



Walk on Log 

Across the creek - They had a log to walk on. 



Across the field 

Across this field 



Barbed wire tree 

Find this tree with the barbed wire 



Look to he Right 

Look to the right 
Crawl under the barbed wire 
Climb the Hill 



Foundation 

And there is the foundation of  
Lower Dry Fork School 



Dry Fork about 1900 





Dry Fork about 1900 
Back Row: Asa Mustard, Arthur Wharff, Roy Riley, Esta 
Thompson, Nona Houser, Edna Wharff, Essie O’Bryant, 
Dessie Day, Lacy Foster, Lydia Alexander, Mary Foster, 
Magnolia Carter, Rachel Smith, Bird Mustard (visitor), 
Thomas Jones (teacher). 
Front Row: Roby McAllister, Sumner O’Bryant, Lloyd 
Houser, Ray Alexander, Alpha Mustard, Edward 
Mustard, Icie Riley, Elta Foster, Tacy Mustard, Bertha 
Riley, Minnie Alexander, Minta Foster, Stella Mustard, 
Ora Creech, John Mustard, Herman Day, Bert Day, Roy 
Wallace 

Etta Mustard 



Upper Dry Fork 
aka Thompson School 

 Upper Dry Fork is on SR 772 where the 
highway, Rarden Creek Road and Dry 
Fork Road all meet.  It’s at Duke.  Harmon 
Cemetery.  Water tower.  There’s a sharp 
turn to the right.  Martin McAllister says the 
building used to be on the other side of the 
road on the inside of the turn.  His father, 
Gene Tunney McAllister went to school 
there.    



Thompson School - 1980 

1980 



UDF 2002 

Upper Dry Fork 2002 



From Cemetery 

From the cemetery side 



From Dry Fork 

From the Dry Fork side 



2008 

 



2008 Water Tower 

 



McBride 

  McBride School is on SR 772.  Sharma 
Hoffer lived there.  It may have been 
called Upper Rarden. It’s next door to the 
Joe Reynolds farm.   



Aca Scott 

Aca Scott and his school bus at McBride School 1932 



Asa and the “bus” 

 

Same picture but some of the “ bus”  can be seen 



Irene Says: 

 Hackworth Hill School and McBride School 
alternated operation.  Each was open only 
half the school year.  Irene Koch went 
back to school in the early thirties to get 
certified to teach.   When she came back 
to teach at McBride – the school was 
closed and the children were transported 
to Rarden.  So she “went to Kentucky and 
got married.” 



In the forties 

In the forties 



With names 
Ruth 
Boyd 

Bernice  
Odle 

Dora 
Porter 

Edna  
Grooms 

    Paul  
McKinley 

Claude 
  Kirk 

Tom 
Porter 

Junior 
Porter 

Russell 
McKinley 

Alton 
Grooms 



1980 

McBride School 1980 



Edna McJunkin 





Letha Copas 



McBride 



From Ruth’s Driveway 

From Ruth Mecum’ s driveway 



Sharma’s House 



O’Bryant - Bull Hill  
Foster Hollow 

  This school was on the O’Bryant farm 
on the road some call Bull Hill, others, 
Foster Hollow. Fosters still live there.  

  The building was dismantled in 1984 by 
Dale and Terry Foster and the lumber was 
used by Dale to build a home for his 
mother-in-law.  



Foster Hollow – O’Bryant 
School 

  Go up Rarden Creek Road to the 
intersection with Rarden Straight Fork Road 
(that is, go to the Paul Alexander Bridge). 

  Dale Foster lived on Rarden Creek Road. It’s 
the fork to the right.  Look for his mailbox. 

  Take the other fork – go ¼ mile - turn right -  
past Terry Foster’s farm – go to the ford – park 
and walk or ford the creek – it’s not far – field on 
the right – cross the creek – school faced west. 

   



Gotta cross the creek 

 

Foster Hollow on Bull Hill Road –  O’Bryant School 



Looking at the front door 

Y ou are looking in the front door 



Possible playground 



1918 Topo 
This map is 
dated 1918. 
It shows the 
school at the 
intersection 
of Bull Hill 
and Rarden 
Straight Fork. 



Old O’Bryant School 



 Picture 

O’Bryant School or Bull Hill or Foster Hollow - 1980 



Mamaw’s house 

 

The lumber came from the school 



Different angle 

 

Dale Foster’ s home is to the right. 



Gone 

 

2008 
Mamaw died.  

Her house is gone. 



Hoffer Hill 

  Hoffer Hill was District #5 in Brush 
Creek Township. This is a picture of the 
Hoffer Hill Church. The cistern in the 
foreground was the water supply for the 
school. The school was to the left of the 
church. 



Hoffer Hill 1980 

 

As it was in 1980 



Hoffer Hill 2002 

Hoffer Hill Church –  school to the left  



See the cistern 

See the cistern –  Imagine the school 





Hoffer Hill 

Check out that downspout that 
drains into a shelter. 

Probably covers the cistern 
that is still there. 

(same one?) 
 



Mt. Joy 

 The man who settled this place was 
Thomas Mountjoy.  The settlement is 
called Mt. Joy.  The school was on the 
EAST side of Dodds Road next to but not 
on the old fairgrounds.   



Building 
Catawba Tree 



Tree 
Same Tree 



Trailer 

See the cistern –  maybe the water supply for the school. 
This is close to the road.  The school was about 100 yards 
up Dodds Road. 



Newspaper 

 



Lays Them Low With His Club 

Teacher Pounds Unruly Pupils into Subjection 
 

Three Times They Knock Him Down  
But Stove Wood Stick Does Business 

 
  Rarden O., Feb. 3 -- A fierce encounter took place at the 

schoolhouse at Mt Joy, Tuesday afternoon, between the teacher, 
Alfred C. Jones and two pupils, Roy and James Roney with the 
result that the schoolmaster is sporting a discolored optic, while the 
Roney brothers, who came out second best, are laid up for repairs 
from wounds received in the engagement. 

  The trouble started over the teacher ordering Roy Roney to 
stand on the floor for an infraction of the rules.  This the young man 
refused to do, saying he would take his books and go home.   



Jones –  Roney  Fray 

 He made a break for the exit, but the teacher grappled with him and 
succeeded in locking the door.  At this juncture the elder Roney, 
who is a stout young man, about 20 years of age, took a hand in the 
proceedings and knocked Jones down three times in succession.  
With blood streaming down his face, the pedagogue retaliated by 
striking James an awful blow across the head with a stick of stove 
wood, inflicting an ugly scalp wound, and dropping like a log felled to 
the floor, where he lay unconscious for several minutes.  Later taken 
home and a physician called to dress his wounds.  When he had 
subdued James, Jones then turned his attention to Roy and dressed 
him up to the queen’s taste, giving his a larruping he will not soon 
forget. 



Portsmouth Times Feb 3, 
1905 

  The scholars were thrown into a panic and many of them ran 
home.  Little Miss Millie Day, however, sat quietly in her seat 
throughout the dual and laughed like Nero at the burning of Rome. 
 The Roney boys are both young men and heretofore have 
borne a good reputation.  They are the sons of  Martin Roney, a well 
known farmer.   

 
 Little Millie Day taught at Hackworth Hill School.  She married Artie 

Thompson.  See slide 156 



East Mt. Joy 



East Mt. Joy –  1925  - R. K. Day teacher 





Caption Says Bryan Day 1909 - at the Fair Grounds 



Union Hill 

 Union Hill School is on Union Hill Road.  
George Matthews lives there.  George and 
Arnold are brothers.  Union Hill Road is 
the road you take to get around Rarden 
when the water is over SR 73.  This school 
may have changed back and forth 
between Adams County and Scioto 
County.  The records are sketchy.   



1980 Picture 
Union Hill 1980 



2002 Picture 



2002 Far 



Adams County 

 Union Hill is in Adams County but children 
from Scioto County attended school there 
because it was closer than any other 
school. 

 The George Matthews home was the 
school but it had been moved from its 
original location - also on Union Hill Road 
just past Rarden Straight Fork Road on 
the left. 



Union Hill 
Picture of the wooded 

lot. 

This is the original location of  
Union Hill School – in Adams County. 



Other Direction 

Union Hill from the other direction 



Hackworth Hill 

 Hackworth Hill may have been called West 
Mt. Joy.  The school was on Hackworth 
Hill Road at Riddlebarger Lane. 
(unmarked).  There is a blue trailer there 
now. 

 Glenn Hall went to school there.  Leo 
Blackburn taught there. Irene Koch 
Syroney taught here for three years.  



Blue Trailer 



Irene in Boots 

 

This Is Irene Koch 
standing in the  
doorway of  
Hackworth Hill School 





Hackworth Hill 

 
 

All these pictures are courtesy of 
Ruth Mecum.   



HH School 



Kids and Tree 



Front Angle 



Millie Day 
Millie Day Thompson 



HH front  



Barbed wire 

Check out the barbed wire 



22 

Millie Day Thompson, Elsie Reynolds Lee, Robert Kenton Day 
Robert and Millie are father and daughter.  Millie Day married Artie 
Thompson, the brother of Ray Thompson the father of Leo Thompson 
The last principal of Rarden and the first principal of Northwest  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pat Parsons of 6532 Waterloo Road,  Washington Court House 43160 1.740.335.5267 says
Millie Day Thompson (the teacher) on the left, 
Elsie Reynolds Lee in the middle, 
Robert Kenton Day on the right was her great-grandfather, 
Millie Day Thompson her grandmother, 
Millie Day married Artie Thompson
They had daughter Martha Jane Thompson (Wagner)
Martha is the mother of Pat Parsons
Artie and Ray Thompson were brothers.
Ray Thompson was the father of Leo Thompson
Leo Thompson was the last principal of Rarden and the first principal of Northwest.
All but Leo taught in a one-room school. 
Pat Parsons says father and daughter
Ruth Mecum says brother and sister



Shootin Marbles 

Shootin’ marbles in the dirt 
Herman Meddock, Alfred Zeph, Clyde Adams 



Last Day 

The last day at Hackworth Hill School 



1949-1950 



1951-1952 



1953-1954 



1955-1956 



1957-1958 



Thanks For Watching! 

If you have a comment, correction or something 
to add, contact Jake Orlett 

at 740.259.5747 
Or  

jakeorlett@peoplepc.com 
Or 

jorlett@northwest.k12.oh.us 
  

mailto:jakeorlett@peoplepc.com
mailto:jorlett@northwest.k12.oh.us
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